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Paramedic Basic Scope of Practice                

 
 

Procedures/Medications 
 

Central 

California 

 
Mountain-

Valley 

 
North 

Coast 

 
Northern 

California 

 
Inland Counties 

 
Sierra-Sac 

Valley 

 
Coastal 

Valleys 

 
Alameda 

 
Contra 

Costa 

 
El Dorado 

 
Perform defib & cardioversion 

 
X 

X X X     X X 

 
Visualize airway by use of 

laryngoscope & remove 

foreign bodies 

 
X 

X X X     X X 

 
Perform pulmonary ventilation: 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      No 
Combitube 

 
X 

(a) lower airway multi-lumen 

adjuncts 

 
 

         

 
(b) esophageal airway 

 
X 

 
No 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
 

X (King) 
 

X 
 
(c) stomal intubation 

         X       
        X 

    X         No 
 

 
 

 
X 

 

 
(d) adult oral endotracheal 

intubation 

X X X X     X No 

 
Institute IV catheters, saline 

locks, needles or other IV lines 

 
X 

X X X     X X 

 
Administer intravenous glucose 

sol. or isotonic bal. salt 

solutions 

 
X 

X X X     X X 

 
Obtain venous blood samples 

No X X X     X X 

 
Use glucose measuring device 

X X X X     X X 

 
Utilize Valsalva maneuver 

X X X X     X X 

 
Perform needle 

cricothyroidotomy 

X X X X     No X 

 
Perform needle thoracostomy 

X X X X     X X 

 
Monitor thoracostomy tubes 

X No X X     X No 

 
Monitor & adjust IV solutions 

containing potassium 20Eq/L 

X X X X     X No 
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Procedures 
 
Imperial 

 
Kern 

 
Los 

Angeles 

 
Marin 

 
Merced 

 
Monterey 

 
Orange 

 
Riverside 

 
Sacramento 

 
San Benito 

 
San Diego 

 
Perform defib & cardioversion 

 
X 

X X X   X   X X 

 
Visualize airway by use of 

laryngoscope & remove 

foreign bodies 

 
X 

 

X 

X X   X   
        X 

 
X 

Perform pulmonary ventilation:  

X 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
      X 

 

 
 

 
 

 
No 

  
X 

(a) lower airway multi-lumen 

adjuncts 

 
 

X   
 

 
 

 
     

 
(b) esophageal airway 

      
     No 

 

 
X 

 
No 

X   No 
 

 
 

 
 

X 
 

No 

 
(c) stomal intubation 

      X         
      X 

      X 
No   X 

         X          
        X 

 
(d) adult oral endotracheal 

intubation 

X  

X 

X X   X   X X 

 
Institute IV catheters, saline 

locks, needles or other IV lines 

X X X X   X   X X 

 
Administer intravenous glucose 

sol. or isotonic bal. salt 

solutions 

X  

X 

X X   X   X  

X 

 
Obtain venous blood samples 

X X X No   No   No X 

 
Use glucose measuring device 

X X X X   X   X X 

 
Utilize Valsalva maneuver 

X X X X   X   X X 

 
Perform needle 

cricothyroidotomy 

 
No 

 

X 

X 
 

X 
 

 
 

X   X No 

 
Perform needle thoracostomy 

X X X X   X   X X 

 
Monitor thoracostomy tubes 

X X X No   X   
 

No 
X 

 
Monitor & adjust IV solutions 

containing potassium  20 

mEq/L 

X X X X   X   No X 
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Procedures 
 

San 

Francisco 

 
San Joaquin 

 
San Luis 

Obispo 

 
San Mateo 

 
Santa 

Barbara 

 
Santa 

Clara 

 
Santa 

Cruz 

 
Solano 

 
Tuolumne 

 
Ventura 

 
Perform defib & cardioversion 

 
X 

X   X X 
 

X 
X   

 
Visualize airway by use of 

laryngoscope & remove 

foreign bodies 

X X   X X X X   

Perform pulmonary ventilation: 

(a) lower airway multi-lumen 

 
         

X 

     
X 

 
 

 
 

 
 

X 

 
X 

 
No 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

adjuncts 
 

 
    

 
 

 
 

   

 
(b) esophageal airway 

      No 
X   No 

     No      X 
X   

 
(c) stomal intubation 

 
X 

X 
 

 
 

 
No 

 
X 

 
X 

X 
 

 
 

 
(d) adult oral endotracheal 

intubation 

X X   X X  X X   

 
Institute IV catheters, saline 

locks, needles or other IV lines 

X X   X X 
 

X 
X   

 
Administer intravenous glucose 

sol. or isotonic bal. salt 

solutions 

 
X 

X (Normal 

saline is only 

IV solution 

authorized for 

use) 

  X X X X   

 
Obtain venous blood samples 

X (Research 

Only) 

X   X No No X   

 
Use glucose measuring device 

X X   X X 
 

X 
X   

 
Utilize Valsalva maneuver 

X X   X X 
 

X 
X   

 
Perform needle 

cricothyroidotomy 

X X   X X X X   

 
Perform needle thoracostomy 

X X   X X 
 

X 
X   

 
Monitor thoracostomy tubes 

 
X (CCT-P 

Only) 

No  
 

 
X X 

 
No 

X   

 
Monitor & adjust IV solutions 

containing potassium  20 

mEq/L 

X (CCT-P 

Only)   

 

X  
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
No 

X   
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Medications 

 
Central 

California 

 
Mountain-

Valley 

 
North 

Coast 

 
Northern 

California 

 
Inland 

Counties 

 
Sierra-

Sac 

 
Coastal 

Valleys 

 
Alameda 

 
Contra 

Costa 

 
El Dorado 

 
25% and 50% Dextrose 

 
X 

X X X   
 

 
 X X 

 
Activated charcoal 

X X X No     
       
      No 

 

X 

 
Adenosine 

X X X X     X X 

 
Aerosolized or nebulized beta-2 

specific bronchodilators 

X X X X     X X 

 
Aspirin 

X X X X     
 

X 
X 

 
Atropine sulfate 

X X X X     X X 

 
Pralidoxime chloride 

X X X X     No 
 
              X 

               
 
Calcium chloride 

X X X No     
 

X 
               
              X 

 
 
Diazepam 

No X X X     No X 

 
Diphenhydramine hydrochloride 

X X X X     
 

X 
X 

 
Dopamine hydrochloride 

X X X X     X X 

 
Epinephrine 

X X X X     X X 

 
Glucagon 

X X X X     X X 

 
Midazolam 

X X X X     X X 

 
Lidocaine hydrochloride 

X X X X     
          
       X 

 

X 

 
Morphine sulfate 

X X X X     X X 

 
Naloxone hydrochloride 

X X X X     X X 

 
Nitroglycerin preparations 

X X X X     X X 

 
Sodium bicarbonate 

X X X X     X X 
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Medications 

 
Imperial 

 
Kern 

 
Los 

Angeles 

 
Marin 

 
Merced 

 
Monterey 

 
Orange 

 
Riverside 

 
Sacramento 

 
San Benito 

 
San Diego 

 
25% and 50% Dextrose 

 
X 

X 

 

X X   X   X X 

 
Activated charcoal 

X X No X   X   No X 

 
Adenosine 

No X X X   X   X X 

 
Aerosolized or nebulized 

beta-2 specific 

bronchodilators 

X X X X   X   X 
 

X 

 
Aspirin 

X X X X   X   X X 

 
Atropine sulfate 

X X X X   X   X X 

 
Pralidoxime Chloride  

No X (Mark 1 Self 

Admin Only) 

X X   X   X X 

 
Calcium chloride 

X X X X   
 

No 
 

 
 

 
 

X 
X 

 
Diazepam 

No X X (will 

delete 

6/30/09) 

No   X   No No 

 
Diphenhydramine 

hydrochloride 

 
X 

X X X   X   X X 

 
Dopamine hydrochloride 

X X X X   X   X X 

 
Epinephrine 

X X X X   X   X X 

 
Glucagon 

X X X X   X   X X 

 
Midazolam 

X X 
      
      X 

 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

       
X 

  
      

X 
X 

 
Lidocaine hydrochloride 

X X No No   X   X X 

 
Morphine sulfate 

X X X X   X   X X 

 
Naloxone hydrochloride 

X X X X   X   X X 

 
Nitroglycerin preparations 

X X X X   X   X X 
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Medications 
 

San 

Francisco 

 
San 

Joaquin 

 
San Luis 

Obispo 

 
San Mateo 

 
Santa 

Barbara 

 
Santa Clara 

 
Santa 

Cruz 

 
Solano 

 
Tuolumne 

 
Ventura 

 
25% and 50% Dextrose 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
Activated charcoal 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
No 

 
No 

 
 

 
 

 
Adenosine 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
Aerosolized or nebulized beta-

2 specific bronchodilators 

 
X 

 

 
X 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
X 

 
X 

 

 
X 

 
X 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Aspirin 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
Atropine sulfate 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
Pralidoxime chloride 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
No 

 
 

 
 

 
Calcium chloride 

 
X 

 
No 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
No 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
Diazepam 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

X 
 

No 
 

No 
 

No 
 

 
 

 
 
Diphenhydramine 

hydrochloride 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

  
       X 

 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
Dopamine hydrochloride 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
No 

 
 

 
 

 
Epinephrine 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
Glucagon 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
Midazolam 

 
X 

(Research 

Only) 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
Lidocaine hydrochloride 

 
No 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
Morphine sulfate 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

X 
 

X 
 

X 
 
      X 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Naloxone hydrochloride 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
Nitroglycerin preparations 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
Sodium bicarbonate 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
 

 
 

 


